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VicRoads Drive Test Guide
Practical preparation for learner and overseas drivers
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Prepare with a clear plan
Understand the test structure, practise the assessed tasks and
arrive ready to perform them safely and consistently.
Knowledge is essential, but it must be supported by practical
driving skill.
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Why trust this guide?
This e-book is based on thousands of driving tests conducted with Alex Driving
School over the last 35 years.
It brings together practical test-day details, recurring mistakes and local VicRoads
testing-route experience gained while preparing learner drivers and overseas licence holders
across Melbourne.
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Prepare with a clear plan

Understand the test structure, practise the assessed tasks and
arrive ready to perform them safely and consistently.
Knowledge is essential, but it must be supported by practical
driving skill.
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Prepare with a clear plan
Understand the test structure, practise the assessed tasks
and arrive ready to perform them safely and consistently.
Knowledge is essential, but it must be supported by practical
driving skill.
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SELECTED EXCERPTS FROM THE COMPLETE GUIDE

FULL GUIDE TABLE OF CONTENTS
The complete 13-page guide includes the following chapters and topics.

This preview contains selected excerpts from the complete guide. 1 / 3
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Some Mistakes End the Test Immediately

Selected excerpts only. Complete explanations are intentionally withheld. 2 / 3

ITE means Immediate Termination Error. An ITE ends the drive test immediately. Speeding, failing to stop
correctly and dangerous give-way decisions are examples of mistakes that can become ITEs. Each teaser
stops before the complete rule or response.

SPEEDING

When One Kilometre Can End the Test

In an operating school zone, there is no room for even one kilometre over. Outside a school zone, that extra
speed becomes an immediate problem when...

COMPLETE ANSWER IN THE GUIDE

STOP
STOP SIGNS

The Stop That Does Not Count

You stop behind the first car in the queue and wait for it to move. Many drivers think they have already
completed the stop, but when they reach the line they still have to...

COMPLETE ANSWER IN THE GUIDE

GIVE WAY

The Other Driver Should Never Have To...

You may believe the gap is large enough, but the practical test is what happens after you enter the road. The
vehicle you must give way to should not have to...

COMPLETE ANSWER IN THE GUIDE
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Other Errors Can Add Up and End the Test

Selected excerpts only. Complete explanations are intentionally withheld. 3 / 3

Critical Errors may not end the test immediately, but they can add up until the test is unsuccessful. The full
guide explains the limits, the correct response and more test-day traps. Whether you are taking driving
lessons, only a few lessons or none, this is important information to understand before test day.

LANE CHANGES

A Head Check Can Be Done Too
Early

You check the blind spot, keep waiting for a gap and
then begin moving. The problem is that the situation
may have changed. The head check that matters must
happen...

CONTINUES INSIDE THE COMPLETE GUIDE...

INSTRUCTIONS

“Next Street” Does Not Mean
“Second Street”

Those instructions can sound almost identical when
you are nervous. One means the road coming up now,
while the other means you must pass that road and...

CONTINUES INSIDE THE COMPLETE GUIDE...

TRAFFIC LIGHTS

The Arrow Changes - You Are
Watching the Wrong Light

You are first at the line, waiting to turn, and your
attention drifts to the main signal. A separate green
arrow appears, but if you remain stationary for too
long...

CONTINUES INSIDE THE COMPLETE GUIDE...

VEHICLE CONTROLS

High Beam Can Activate While
You Signal

When signalling left or right, some drivers accidentally 
activate high beam. The danger begins when the blue 
warning light stays on and...

CONTINUES INSIDE THE COMPLETE GUIDE...

MORE TEST-DAY TRAPS INSIDE THE FULL GUIDE

Important information to read before test day
Immediate Termination Errors, Critical Errors, pre-drive check, Stage 1, Stage 2,
traffic lights, observations, parking and three-point turns. GET THE GUIDE
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